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1 . EMBASSY SHARES DEPARTMENT'S CONCERN THAT THERE BE 
NO MISUNDERSTANDING BY GOCAR WITH REGARD TO PRIVATE 
NATURE OF BOKASSA VISIT TO US. EVEN PRIOR TO EMBASSY'SDELIVERY 
TO BOKASSA ON NOVEMBER 29 OF PRESIDENT FORD S RESPONSE OF 
NOVEMBER 20, BOKASSA REFERRING TO HIS CONVERSATIONS WITH 
DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS AT NOVEMBER 24 CELEBRATIONS AT KINSHASA 
TOLD ALUSUISSE REPS AND RESIDENT AMERICAN BUSINESSMAN ON 
NOVEMBER 28 THAT PRESIDENT FORD HAD INVITED HIM TO VISIT THE 
UNITED STAES. 

2. EMBASSY HAS THEREFORE TAKEN SEVERAL STEPS TO CORRECT 
GOCAR'S INTERPRETATION OF FORD LETTER. IN OFFICE MEETING 
WITH BOKASSA TO DELIVER LETTER ON NOVEMBER 29 AND AT SUBSE- 
QUENT MEETINGS ON DECEMBER 30 AND JANUARY 6 CHARGE EMPHASIZED 
PRIVATE NATURE OF VISIT. BOKASSA SEEMED TO UNDERSTAND THAT 

AS WITH PROPOSED 1973 VISIT ARRANGEMENTS WOULD BE HANDLED BY 
GOCAR AUTHORITIES, PRINCIPALLY AMBASSADOR-DESIGNATED CHRISTOPHE 
MAIDOU, WORKING THROUGH CAR’S PRIVATE AMERICAN CONTACTS 
AND ' CONSTITUENCY' 1 SUCH AS DIAMOND DISTRIBUTORS PRESIDENT 
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VEGAS, ASTRONAUT ROOSA, PEOPLE-TO-PEOPLE SPORTS COMMITTEE 
PRESIDENT LEONARD MILTON ET AL IN ARRANGING AN ITINERARY 
AND HOSPITALITY. IT WAS IN THIS REGARD CHARGE UNDERTOOK TO 
LOOK INTO POSSIBILITY OF GIVING AMBASSADOR MAIDOU CU PARTIAL 
GRANT FOR ORIENTATION TRIP THROUGH STATES PRIOR TO ASSUMING 
NEW DUTIES DURING WHICH HE COULD ALSO TOUCH BASE WITH SOME 
OF THESE CONTACTS AND SPONSORS OF VISIT. 

3. ALSO IN ITS REPLY TO FONMIN'S NOTE OF DECEMBER 19 EMBASSY 
INFORMED MINISTRY INTER ALIA AS FOLLOWS: "EMBASSY INVITES 
ATTENTION OF MINISTRY TO PRESIDENT FORD S LETTER OF NOVEMBER 20 
IN WHICH HE INFORMS HIS EXCELLENCY THAT SHOULD HE BE VISITING 
THE UNITED STATES AT SOME FUTURE DATE IT IS HOPED THAT A 
MUTUALLY AGREEABLE TIME MIGHT BE ARRANGED TO MEET TOGETHER IN 
WASHINGTON DURING COURSE OF SUCH A VISIT. AS MINISTRY'S 

NOTE INDICATES THAT PRESIDENT BOKASSA NOW PLANS TRAVEL TO US 
IN APRIL, WE WILL BE IN TOUCH WITH WASHINGTON CONCERNING A TIME 
DURING VISIT FOR A MEETING BETWEEN THE TWO PRESIDENTS. 

IN MEANTIME AS CAR GOVERNMENT'S PLANS FOR PRESIDENT S VISIT 
TAKE SHAPE EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE BEING KEPT INFORMED 
IN ORDER THAT IT MIGHT ASSIST WASHINGTON OFFICIALS IN 
COORDINATING WITH YOU ARRANGEMENTS FOR EVENTUAL MEETING 
WITH PRESIDENT FORD." 

4. AS DISCUSSED BRIEFLY WITH ASSISTANT SECRETARY IN KINSHASA 
DECEMBER 27 IT IS OUR JUDGMENT THAT BOKASSA MAY BE INTENTIONALLY 
READING MORE INTO FORD LETTER THAN TRAFFIC WILL BEAR, FOR HIS 
OWN LOCAL POLITICAL PURPOSES. FOR THIS REASON WE DO NOT BELIEVE 
THAT BOKASSA WILL BE EASILY DISABUSED OF IDEA THAT HE CAN 

PLAY LETTER DOMESTICALLY AS OFFICIAL INVITATION EVEN THOUGH 
WE HAVE IMPRESSION HE HAS ALREADY ACCEPTED FACT THAT US 
COMMITMENT LIMITED TO EFFORT TO ARRANGE OFFICIAL MEETING WITH 
PRESIDENT. 

5. EMBASSY WILL PERSIST IN ITS TALKS IN PRIVATE WITH BOKASSA 
AND HIS MINISTERS TO STRESS PRIVATE NATURE OF VISIT AND ARRANGE- 
MENTS. IN THIS REGARD, WE HOPE TO MAKE THIS DISTINCTION CLEAR 
TO CAR AMBASSADOR DESIGNATE MAIDOU AND TO ENLIST HIS SUPPORT 
IN GETTING MESSAGE THROUGH TO BOKASSA AT MEETING SCHEDULED 
THIS WEEK PRIOR TO MAIDOU'S DEPARTURE FOR WASHINGTON AS HE 
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